348

has made history of her own by helping, lit-
erally, hundreds of young people to turn their
lives around—people like 20-year-old
Michael Dupree, who, with the help of the
Academy, has gone from being a high school
dropout to a biotechnology lab assistant and
a member of Baltimore’s Youth Council.

Sixty years ago today the Army Air Corps
activated its second squadron of African-
American fighter pilots in Tuskegee, Ala-
bama. That squadron and three others fought
fascism in the air and racism on the ground.
As Tuskegee Airmen, the sky was their limit.
And they helped to lead the way to this mod-
ern digital age in which there are virtually
no limits to how high our people can fly.
Their story is a precious contribution to our
common history and very much worth re-
membering this Black History Month.

Their belief in an America that would re-
spect their courage and honor their service
is the foundation of the America we all want
to live in—one where every person is treated
with dignity and respect, and all our children
have the chance to live their dreams.

That's the America we should work for in
the new millennium.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 6:25 p.m. on
February 18 in the East Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on February 19. The
transcript was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on February 18 but was embar-
goed for release until the broadcast.

Videotape Remarks on Emergency
Funding Under the Low Income
Home Energy Assistance Program

February 21, 2000

Rising oil prices have brought hardship to
many families struggling to pay heating bills.
I've released $295 million in emergency
funds to help low income families cope with
home heating cost. But many struggling fami-
lies aren’t aware they qualify for aid. That’s
why I've asked States to help make sure they
reach as many eligible families as possible.
To find out if you're eligible for help with
heating bills, contact your State government
or call 1-800-735-8004.
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NOTE: The President’s remarks were recorded at
approximately 6:30 p.m. on February 18 in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House for later
broadcast as a public service announcement. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

Memorandum on Vietnamese
Cooperation in Accounting for
United States Prisoners of War
and Missing in Action

February 18, 2000

Presidential Determination No. 2000-14

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Vietnamese Cooperation in
Accounting for United States Prisoners of
War and Missing in Action (POW/MIA)

As provided under section 610 of the De-
partments of Commerce, Justice, and State,
the Judiciary, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2000, as contained in the Con-
solidated Appropriations Act for FY 2000
(Public Law 106-113), | hereby determine,
based on all information available to the
United States Government, that the Govern-
ment of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam
is fully cooperating in good faith with the
United States in the following four areas re-
lated to achieving the fullest possible ac-
counting for Americans unaccounted for as
a result of the Vietnam War:

1) resolving discrepancy cases,
sightings, and field activities;

2) recovering and repatriating American
remains;

3) accelerating efforts to provide docu-
ments that will help lead to the fullest
possible accounting of POW/MIAs;
and,

4) providing further assistance in imple-
menting trilateral investigations with
Laos.

I further determine that the appropriate
laboratories associated with POW/MIA ac-
counting are thoroughly analyzing remains,
material, and other information and fulfilling
their responsibilities as set forth in sub-
section (B) of section 609 of the Depart-
ments of Commerce, Justice, and State, the
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Judiciary, and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act, 1999, as contained in the Omnibus
Consolidated and Emergency Supplemental
Appropriations Act, 1999 (Public Law 105-
277), and information pertaining to this ac-
counting is being made available to imme-
diate family members in compliance with 50
U.S.C. 435 note.

I have been advised by the Department
of Justice and believe that section 610 is un-
constitutional because it purports to use a
condition on appropriations as a means to di-
rect my execution of responsibilities that the
Constitution commits exclusively to the
President. I am providing this determination
as a matter of comity, while reserving the
position that the condition enacted in section
610 is unconstitutional.

In making this determination, | have taken
into account all information available to the
U.S. Government as reported to me, the full
range of ongoing accounting activities in
Vietnam, including joint and unilateral Viet-
namese efforts, and the concrete results we
have attained as a result. Finally, in making
this determination, | wish to reaffirm my
continuing personal commitment to the en-
tire POW/MIA community, especially to the
immediate families, relatives, friends, and
supporters of these brave individuals, and to
reconfirm that the central, guiding principle
of my Vietnam policy is to achieve the fullest
possible accounting of our prisoners of war
and missing in action.

You are authorized and directed to report
this determination to the appropriate com-
mittees of the Congress and to publish it in
the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on February 22.

Teleconference Remarks to
Participants in the
Burundi Peace Talks

February 22, 2000
[The teleconference is joined in progress.

Former President Nelson Mandela of South
Africa said that Burundi is committed to

349

peace, and then he turned the discussion over
to President Clinton.]

President Clinton. Well, thank you very
much. First of all, President Mandela, let me
thank you for the efforts you are making for
peace in Burundi. | know that all the parties
there appreciate it, and | can assure you that
people all around the world appreciate your
efforts.

I also want to say that | am joined here
by our Secretary of State, Madeleine
Albright; my National Security Adviser,
Sandy Berger; my Chief of Staff, John
Podesta. We want you to know how impor-
tant the United States believes it is for a
peace to be achieved in Burundi.

This work began under President Nyerere,
and we thank you for continuing the effort.
I want to also say to the people of Burundi,
America cares about the peace process there,
and America wants all the parties to succeed.
| also want to pay tribute to President Mkapa
and the people of Tanzania for hosting the
talks and being good neighbors. And I thank
the facilitators from the Nyerere Foundation,
who work each day to help their brothers
and sisters from Burundi to achieve peace.

I am very glad that | can speak to you be-
cause of this modern technology. It's a sym-
bol of our growing interdependence. And I'm
thrilled that the sounds and the images of
these deliberations are being beamed back
to the people of Burundi.

I want to say that, in a way, my speaking
to you through this technology shows that the
greater openness of people and borders
makes us more interdependent in ways that
are positive and particularly negative, as well.
As the world shrinks, we are all more vulner-
able to the problems of those beyond our
borders—all those with whom we share this
small planet Earth. All of us benefit when
others build peace; all suffer when others suf-
fer.

That is why you are there, Mr. President,
and why I am honored to be joining you in
this way today. We understand what is at
stake, first, for the people of Burundi who
have suffered so much death, fear, and inse-
curity; for all of Africa; and, indeed, for the
rest of the world.



